SandscribeS
Heidelberg Beach
Vermilion, Ohio
September 12th, 2013

High Season Comes to a Close
Where did another summer go? Since we both had
“Ends in Zero” Birthdays in the last 12 months, we
can speak with additional authority that time keeps
going by faster and faster. :-o
Make note on your calendar that Fall Work Day is
Saturday, October 26th at 9:00 AM. There will be
noontime Potluck lunch and a Board Meeting at
1:30 PM. Do not forget that this is the deadline for
removing objects from the beach (see article
below). See you then!
Jane & John
Beach Issues
Board members have noticed the unusually
cluttered appearance of the Beach & Bank this past
summer.
Please keep in mind:


Chairs and toys may not be stored outdoors on
the beach.



Storage bins must be removed from the beach at
the end of the summer season.



Boats must be removed from the beach at the
end of the summer season.



Any items not removed by October 26th (Work
Day) will be disposed of.
The Board of Trustees

Lost & Found
Lost: A cell phone was lost in the sand on the
beach. Please contact Tom O’Dougherty if you find
one.
Lost: A green chair bag (a bag for one of those
collapsible camp/beach chairs). Please contact John
Chidester if you find it. This was lost on the night of
the hot dog roast (September 1).

Lost: Two serving spoons at the hot dog roast.
Please contact John Chidester.
Found: White handled fork and a silver fork that
were serving utensils at the hot dog roast. If you are
looking for these, please contact John Chidester.
Boat House Issues
There was a meeting of the Boat House Owners
(past and present) on August 31st. If you were not
able to attend, please contact Jan Peer to discuss
your ownership interest in the Boat House.
“One Foundation” Booklets
In a word, wow. For those that have already seen
the beautiful “One Foundation” Booklet edited and
published by Elizabeth Eshelman Moes, you know
what a wonderful treasure this is.
On Sunday, September 1st, the Pavilion reflections
booklet titled “One Foundation” was unveiled to the
community. If you have not received your copy,
please contact Jane Eshelman.
Thank you to all who took time to put their
memories and reflections down on paper—it is a
gift to our community and to us all individually.
Thank you for sharing such a personal part of
yourselves.
Thank you as well to Elizabeth, who is such a
talented professional writer and editor—we are so
lucky she gave us her time for this effort.
We also gratefully acknowledge that the CCWW
funded this printing so everyone could enjoy a
keepsake copy. “One Foundation” can also be
accessed electronically on the Web Site.
If you did not contribute an entry this year but wish
you had, please let Elizabeth know of your future
interest. If there is enough interest, the CCWW will
consider creating a “Second Edition” next summer
in honor of Heidelberg Beach’s 90th “Birthday.”
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Welcome New Members!
The former Vondriska cottage is now the Hamilton
& Chidester cottage!
68 Kentucky Road is now shared by Aaron
Hamilton (and his family—wife Jen, daughters
Elissa & Sofia)…

Celebration & Old Church History
Kathy Bruns (a woman who grew up in Henrietta,
Ohio) has contacted Heidelberg Beach residents for
help in piecing together historical information and
records from several local area churches that were
once run under the “German Reformed” banner.
She is writing a history for the 140th Anniversary
Celebration of Henrietta United Church in
Birmingham, Ohio.
Henrietta United Church was originally started in
1873 as the Birmingham German Reformed
Church. For several early time periods, that church
shared pastors with the Reformed Church of
Mitiwanga (the church on Ben Norton’s property)—
namely Heidelberg Beach’s founders; Rev.
Benjamin Holtkamp and Rev. Albert Pretzer!

…and Angela Chidester (and her family—husband
Bob, sons Anson & Julian).

On October 13th, 2013 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM,
Henrietta United Church is holding a 140th
Anniversary Celebration—to which anyone
interested is welcome to attend—but they would
especially love to have any descendants of the
former pastors that were involved in this network of
churches.
Kathy would love anyone to contact her with any
history or information they have on these early
churches or pastors. She’s specifically trying to hunt
down records from the Reformed Church of
Mitiwanga (later known as Mitiwanga Evangelical
& Reformed Church), which closed in 1954 and
now sits boarded up on Mr. Norton’s property.

Aaron is Anne & Bill Hamilton’s son, and Angela is
Marilyn & John Chidester’s daughter-in-law. Both
Aaron and Angela have of course been de-facto
members of the Heidelberg Beach family for many
years already—and surely you’ve seen them around
during their family vacations at the cottage of their
parents, 67 Kentucky.
They are young and energetic (yeah, we need that!),
and truly cherish Heidelberg Beach. They will be
good stewards of this special place! See the online
Membership Directory for their contact information.

Kathy Bruns
PO Box 567
Angola IN 46703
kibruns@gmail.com
(260) 833-3242 Home
(260) 905-6763 Cell
Family News Summary from the Summer
 (Uncle) Bob Koester turned 85 on August 26th!


Condolences to the Lukens and O’Dougherty
families on the loss of Nancy and Betsy’s
mother Ruth Breiner in July.



Congratulations to Jane & Jim Rohrbaugh on
their new grandson Asher James Myers, who
was born on great grandpa Paul and great aunt
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Harriet’s birthday—July 18th. Paul would have
been 95, and Harriet was 85!

Jack Kramer thanked the current Board Members
for their service.



Congratulations to Cathy & Jack Corrigan on
the August 15th birth of their new granddaughter
Kathryn Joyce Corrigan. Kathyrn’s parents are
Cathy & Jack’s son John and daughter-in-law
Nora.

Treasurer’s Report: Dick Castele presented the
summary of the finances as of the end of the fiscal
year (June 30th, 2013). Of the $111,421 total cash
assets, $81,208 are reserved for specific uses and
$21,913 are unencumbered.



Congratulations to Michael Rohrbaugh, son of
Jane & Jim Rohrbaugh, who directed and
produced a timely and acclaimed 1-minute PSA
video on gun violence. Michael is a professional
writer/director/producer in California. To see
the video, surf to: http://tinyurl.com/khtndfj or
see www.michaelrohrbaugh.com.

In the fall of 2011 the Board of Trustees approved a
budget of $47,000. In an effort to minimize the
assessment increase from the prior year,
assessments to the community were limited to
$44,800. Surplus funds from prior years were to be
used to cover the difference.

Minutes from the Heidelberg Beach
Annual Membership Meeting
August 3rd, 2013
Opening: The meeting was called to order at 10:05
AM. Rev. Richard Henderson opened with a prayer.
Membership Roll Call and Distribution of
Ballots: Secretary Barbara Weber recorded the roll
of leaseholders by lot numbers. Ballots for the
election of the Board of Trustees for 2013-2016
were distributed.
Association members representing 57.5 lots were
present and proxies were turned in for an additional
20.5 lots. Hence, a total of 78 lots were represented.
50 lots are required for a quorum and 52 lots (2/3+1
of 77) are required for a By-Laws change.
Minutes: Bill Hertzer (Harry Bratton) made a
motion to dispense with the reading of the minutes
from the 2012 Annual Meeting and approve them as
written. The motion was approved unanimously.
Report of the Nominating Committee: Jack
Corrigan, Chair of the Nominating Committee,
presented the slate of nominees for the Board of
Trustees for 2013-2016. They were Sharon
Chidester, Tom Eshelman, Rick Herwerden
(incumbent), Jan Peer, and Scott Welch. There were
no additional nominations from the floor and
nominations were closed.
Jack Corrigan collected ballots and Linda Glaviano
and Dan Warder served as tellers to count the
ballots.

Actual expenses ended under budget by $2,916.
This was due principally to the limited amount of
snow plowing required this last winter and to the
apparent water bill savings after having the water
main fixed last year.
The Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously.
Committee Reports:
Beach & Bank Committee Report (Tom Lukens):
Many thanks to everyone who participated in
Spring Work Day! Thanks once again as well to the
staff at Mr. Brown’s property for removing the huge
trees that washed ashore on our beach over the
winter.
We continue to hire Fred Yost to maintain our
beach bank twice a year. His crew comes in the late
fall, and did our summer 2013 cut down on June
26th. He will come monthly through the summer to
maintain the beach bank view by weed whipping
the top several feet of the cliff.
Special thanks to Herb Foote who will continue to
rake and clean the beach on a weekly basis again
this summer! Please help with the beach
maintenance by burying any dead fish you find—a
shovel is located by the volleyball net post.
Swim buoys were placed in the water in mid-June
and will be removed at the end of Labor Day
weekend. Please keep our swimming area safe by
anchoring any watercraft east of the east pier.
Communications Committee Report (John Macko):
The Communications Committee maintains the
Heidelberg Beach Web site
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(http://www.HeidelbergBeach.org), publishes and
distributes the Sandscribes newsletter, and
publishes and maintains the Membership Directory.
Any suggestions for improvement for any of these
are most welcome.

has been asked to submit his/her sermon
title, scriptures, and hymn selections to Vern
Margard for printing in the weekly bulletin.
Joan will send reminders and thank-you
notes to the ministers.

All Heidelberg Beach members are encouraged to
share news items for the Web Site and the
Sandscribes—just contact Jane Chidester or John
Macko. We are a “family community” and very
much share in each other’s happiness and sorrows.

Communion Dick Henderson was the
minister for the 2012 Labor Day weekend
service. Communion was served. Dick will
also officiate at the final 2013 summer
service and will serve communion.

The up-to-date version of the Heidelberg Beach
Membership Directory is always available on the
Web site. Note that there is a “quick access button”
in the navigation pane on the left of all pages (and
remember the password is “beach”). Please keep the
Committee informed of all contact information
changes: addresses (both E-mail and snail-mail) and
phone numbers (both land line and cell). We try
hard to keep the online version of the Membership
Directory current.

Bulletins and Greeters Vern Margard
prepared bulletins for each week and sent
them electronically to Jan and Craig Peer for
printing. Jan and Craig also printed the list
of services, ministers, and cleaners. Bill
Richardson arranged for Greeters and
Announcers.

CCWW 2012 Annual Report (Joan Margard):

Pavilion Jack Corrigan prepared the list of
cleaners for the pavilion for Sunday
services. He also sent a reminder to
members so that someone would always be
available or substitutes arranged for.

Membership: Current members of the Council are:
Jack Corrigan, Jane Eshelman, Rev. Dick
Henderson, Joan Margard, Sharon Chidester (new),
Claudia Springer (new), Vern Margard, and Bill
Richardson.
Officers: Jane Eshelman and Joan Margard are cochairs of the Council. Joan serves as secretary.
Meetings: The Spring Meeting of the Council was
held on May 18, 2013 at Joan Margard’s home.
Jack Corrigan, Dick Henderson, and Joan were
present.
Worship:
Music Claudia Springer coordinated the
music for the 2012 Sunday morning worship
services and played the keyboard during the
month of July. Gale Kramer and Laura
Weber served as organists during the month
of August. Claudia will coordinate organists
for the 2013 season.
Ministers Nine Sunday worship services are
planned for the 2013 season (July 7 through
September 1st). Jane Eshelman recruited
ministers to fill the pulpits. Each minister

Coffee Hour Sharon Chidester will
coordinate the after-church social hour for
the 2013 season.

Funds: Dick Castele manages the Council funds in
a separate account. Dick supplied Roger Nehls with
banking supplies so that Roger could deposit the
weekly offering and write a check for the tithe.
Tithe: The Council voted to donate our tithe for
2012 to the Vermilion UCC Food Pantry which
serves the needs of the local community.
Grounds & Creek Committee Report (Bill Hertzer):
Weed and Feed was applied to the promenade. The
tool shed was destroyed as a result of a major wind
storm and a tree falling on the building. The shed is
not being replaced at this time.
Thanks to all for the many flower beds and help on
the grounds. Thanks for painting the sign and the
new planting at the entrance to Heidelberg Beach.
Many thanks to Harvey and Joyce Foote for all their
work and help.
Insurance (Craig Peer): For the policy year ended
April 22, 2013 Heidelberg Beach Association
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carried property insurance in the amount of $29,000
for the two buildings. First the open air pavilion and
second the shed. We carried no contents coverage.
In addition we carried liability coverage, to include
officers and directors coverage, in the amount of
$1,000,000 per occurrence with an aggregate of
$2,000,000 and an additional $1,000,000 of
business catastrophic coverage.
During this policy year we had a tree fall on the
shed resulting in a total loss. Erie Insurance paid the
claim in full, subject to a 90% co-insurance clause.
Erie paid to remove the tree, removal of debris, and
the cost of replacing the tree based on estimates
obtained by Bill Hertzer. At this time the shed has
not been rebuilt and the Board is considering their
options.
In the current policy year ending April 22, 2014
Erie is still our insurance company at a modest
increase in premium. We have changed the policy
to include contents. We have $20,000 in building
and $9,000 in contents. We have had some
discussion concerning changing coverage based on
not rebuilding the shed. After the Board makes a
final determination of building or not building I
suggest we review the coverage both for amount on
whether contents coverage is appropriate. The pump
house is not covered.
Real Estate Report (Mary Chidester): This year
there were 2 lease transfers. Lots 4 & 5 on
Pennsylvania transferred from Barclay Rohrbaugh
to Margaret P. Chamlis and Lots 9 & 10
Pennsylvania transferred from the Lydia H. Foote
Trust to Marilyn M. Border. We would like to
welcome the newest members of our community.
Please remember that ANY transfer of a lease,
including transfers to trusts for estate planning
purposes, require the prior written approval of the
Board of Trustees. If anyone needs assistance with a
lease transfer I am more than happy to help.
Pavilion Committee (Carol Dunkle): Everything at
the pavilion seems to be OK at this time and I want
to thank those of you that helped weed and clean the
pavilion and the shuffle board courts.
Safety & Recreation (Joe Tereshko): There were no
safety issues reported this year.

The committee thanks Harry and Don Bratton for
removing and storing the playground equipment
(car) for the winter. It was a big help to have Herb
Foote and Dan Warder get the car back in place and
safely operational.
Social Committee Report (Jan Peer): Despite the
rain-out on the scheduled Fall Clean-Up Day, the
Social Committee hosted a warm and inviting
potluck luncheon. They are planning to host a
movie night before the end of the summer and are
eager for more suggestions of activities people
would enjoy.
Tennis Club Report (Ruth Schneider): The tennis
court is in need of some work. The last time it was
resurfaced the cost was $4,100.00. I will get a quote
from the company.
The bank account balance as of June 30, 2013 (end
of Fiscal year) is $2686.27 $137.93 was paid in
Real Estate taxes for 2012. Please pay dues ($25) by
September 1, 2013 (checks made payable to
“Heidelberg Beach Tennis Club”).
Tree Committee Report (Jane Chidester): This past
winter we took down two major trees because of
decay and safety issues. Otherwise, we focused the
majority of our efforts at the east end of the
promenade and tended to all of the issues given to
us by leaseholders. To see the list of our completed
2012-2013 work, click here. Please continue to
contact Jane Chidester with any tree issues.
Thank you to Harvey Foote for ringing many of the
trees in the common areas with mulch this year. We
appreciate everyone’s help with this work!
Utilities (Harvey Foote): The septic tanks were
cleaned in the spring (2013). At that time, it was
discovered that underground disintegrated tile was
causing a blockage near lots 44-46.
Zoning & Building Committee Report (Bill
Hertzer): The cottage of Mark and Kathleen
Hayman was finished and their deposit was
returned. This was the only building project of this
year.
Announcement of New Board Members: Jack
Corrigan presented the names of those who were
elected to the Board of Trustees for 2012-2015.
They are Sharon Chidester, Tom Eshelman, Rick
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Herwerden, and Jan Peer. He also thanked Jack
Kramer for his years of service.
New Business: Jane Chidester asked that the
Community and the Board discuss repurposing the
boathouse so that it would be available for use by
all property owners. Jack Kramer, Harry Bratton
and David Rohrbaugh spoke about the building and
the history of the establishment of the Boat Club.
Jack Kramer reported that the Board will take up
further discussion of this matter.
Sheila Henderson asked for clarification of the
Water Quality signs now posted at the top of the
west path to the beach. It was explained that these
postings of bacterial count in the water are posted
by Erie County and are updated within 24 hours of a
sample being taken.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 10:45
AM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara Weber
Secretary
Minutes from the Heidelberg Beach
Board of Trustees Meeting
August 3rd, 2013
Present: Bill Hertzer(President-presiding), Mark
Hayman(Vice-President), Dick Castele (Treasurer),
Barbara Weber (Secretary), Sharon Chidester, Tom
Eshelman, Richard Henderson, Rick Herwerden,
Nancy Lukens, Jan Peer, David Rohrbaugh
Excused or Absent: Bill Richardson
Opening: The meeting was called to order at 11:00.
New Officers: See chart below.
Treasurer’s Report: Jack Corrigan will review the
accounting report and budget that was prepared by
Treasurer Dick Castele and approved during the
Annual Membership meeting of August 3, 2013.
Old Business: The Board voted to not replace the
shed. Jan Peer will ask her husband to speak with
the insurance agent to have it removed from the
insurance policy.
Mary Chidester (Read Estate Trustee) has also
asked that the Board affirm that she is covered by
the Association’s liability insurance.

New Business: Valerie Murray has submitted plans
for the addition of a sundeck to her property on Lots
7S&8. The prints have been approved by the
Building Committee and she has made a $1000
construction deposit. The Board
(Castele/Rohrbaugh) voted to approve this project.
Discussion was held relating to the concerns
brought up at the Annual Meeting about the Boat
House/Boat Club. Jan Peer has volunteered to do
research on the history of the Boat Club and matters
of liability that the Association might incur. The
Board will continue discussion at our next meeting.
Next Board Meeting: August 24, 2013 at 10:00
AM at the Pavilion.

Officers

Member

President Bill Hertzer
Mark Hayman
VP
Treasurer Dick Castele
Secretary Barbara Weber
Sharon
Chidester
Tom Eshelman
Richard
Henderson
Rick
Herwerden
Nancy Lukens
Jan Peer
Bill Richardson
David
Rohrbaugh

Current
Term
Term
(limit 2)
Expiration

2014
2014
2015
2015

1
2
1
1

2016

1

2016

1

2014

2

2016

2

2015
2016
2014

1
1
1

2012

1

** Real Estate Adjunct Trustee Mary Chidester
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara Weber
Secretary

To report news, please send email to HBadmin@HeidelbergBeach.org, drop off at 82 Indiana Road, or telephone (440) 864-5951.
Heidelberg Beach Web Site URL: http://www.HeidelbergBeach.org
Page 6

Minutes for the Heidelberg Beach
Board of Trustees Meeting
August 24th, 2013
Present: Bill Hertzer(President-presiding), Mark
Hayman(Vice-President), Sharon Chidester, Tom
Eshelman, Richard Henderson, Rick Herwerden,
Nancy Lukens, Jan Peer, David Rohrbaugh
Excused or Absent: Dick Castele (Treasurer),
Barbara Weber (Secretary), Bill Richardson
Opening: The meeting was opened with a prayer by
Richard Henderson at 10:05 AM.
Minutes: Minutes from the August 3rd, 2013 Board
Meeting were approved.
Old Business:
Real Estate Officer: A motion (D. Rohrbaugh,
Herwerden) was passed to change Mary Chidester’s
title to Real Estate Officer and Dick Castele’s title
to Treasury Officer.
Bill Hertzer will pursue any bylaw changes that
may be required as a result of naming them as
officers (for example, the bylaws of the composition
of the executive committee).
Craig Peer will be contacted to make sure that the
Real Estate Officer and Treasury Officer are
covered in our insurance policy, and that this is put
in writing.

must be professionally stabilized, followed by
action to complete all needed maintenance.
New Business:
Shuffleboard Court: Tom Eshelman suggested that
the broken concrete around the shuffleboard courts
should be addressed. The Board has concerns about
the broken concrete, the multiple levels of concrete,
and the poor condition of the courts themselves.
Tom will pursue an estimate to replace all the
concrete structures with a single-level concrete pad
suitable for two shuffleboard courts.
CCWW: Dick Henderson will pursue with CCWW
whether they expect the Board to appoint a board
member to the CCWW committee to replace Jack
Corrigan.
Construction dirt: Some clay was trucked away
when the Murray addition was dug. Some dirt was
spread on the hillside along Route 6 to make the hill
more gradual. It will be seeded. Some was piled by
the dumpsters. The board expects it to be removed
or spread and covered with topsoil and seeded.
Recycling: Bill Hertzer will speak with Roger Nehls
regarding his interest in working on recycling since
Roger currently handles trash. Sharon agreed to
follow up on it if Roger wants her to.
Beach Junk: Tom Eshelman will put a reminder in
the Sandscribes that:

The Boathouse: There was a wide ranging
discussion of boathouse issues.












A motion was passed (Hayman, Herwerden) to
appoint a committee of 6 to address issues of the
boathouse consisting of the Board President
(Hertzer), the Vice President (Hayman), the
Boat House Commodore (Jack Kramer), Jan
Peer, Rick Herwerden, and one other boathouse
member.
The Board intends to send a letter to the Boat
House Commodore expressing concern about
safety and liability issues and asking for action.
Hertzer/Herwerden will draft the letter.
There will be an effort to identify boat house
members and possible other interested parties.
The Board feels safety issues must be addressed
before any other issues are discussed. This
probably means that the boat house structure




Chairs and toys may not be stored outdoors on
the beach.
Storage bins must be removed from the beach at
the end of the summer season
Boats must be removed from the beach at the
end of the summer season.
Any items not removed by October 26th, 2013
(Fall Work Day) will be disposed of.

Fall Work Day: Set for October 26th, 2013 at 9:00
AM.
Next Board Meeting: October 26th, 2013 at 1:30
PM.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 AM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Tom Eshelman
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